MINUTES OF COATES PARISH COUNCIL (CPC) MEETING
7.35 PM, TUESDAY 13 MAY 2025 Coates Village Hall
Chair for this meeting: Robbie Whitfield

Councillors and Officials: Visitors

Whitfield, Robbie (RW) Chairman McKeown, Mike (MMc) CDC councillor
Gilly Torry-Harris (GTH Councillor Three members of the public

Harris, Stephen (SMH) Councillor

Brown, Jacqueline JB) Councillor

Wilson, Phyllida (PW) Councillor

Moorcroft, Alan (AWM) Clerk/RFO

APOLOGIES

lan Watson (IW, GCC councillor) had given apologises in advance, as he was at
another parish council meeting.

ELECTION OF NEW CHAIRMAN

RW and JB were content to continue in their roles of Chairman and Vice Chair
respectively. There were no other candidates. It was proposed and accepted that
RW and JB be appointed as Chairman and Vice Chair respectively. Both RW and
JB completed Declarations of Acceptance.

DECLARATIONS OF MEMBER INTERESTS ON AGENDA MATTERS
None.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING ON 27 MARCH 2025

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated in advance. They were
accepted as an accurate record and signed.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

An application has been received from Bledisloe Estate Holdings Ltd to convert
and alter agricultural and residential buildings to create 8 tourist accommodation
units at Bledisloe Barns. The application (25/00935/FUL) can be viewed and
commented upon online at www.cotwold.gov.uk/planning or by contacting The
Clerk to the Parish Council (clerk@coatesparish.org.uk) or writing to The Clerk at
4 Rendcomb Drive, Cirencester GL7 1YN.

MMC gave advice on planning procedure. Members of the public stated that they
disagreed that this former agricultural site should be converted to holiday
accommodation, raising concerns about inadequate access, road safety dangers,
and disturbance, noise and light pollution in the Cotswold National Landscape. It
was said that these issues were already affecting the site. It was also noted that
the applicant's business plan (referred to in the application documents) had not
been disclosed to the public. There appeared to be some consensus that the existing
buildings needed restoration as individual residences, but not as tourist
accommodation.

At 8:30pm MMc left the meeting.
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It was agreed that a copy of the planning notice and a covering note would be circulated
in the village, and that the Chairman would submit CPC's response to the application.

At 8:50pm the three members of the public left the meeting.
RECEIVE REPORTS RELEVANT TO COATES PARISH

An apology had been received in advance from IW. MMc had made his report to
the councillors during the Annual Parish Meeting.

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTBILITY RETURN

The Annual Internal Audit Report and the Internal Auditors report were considered
by the councillors. Overall the finances of CPC were in good order; the only error
identified was that the Public Rights Exercise notice was posted 1 day late. The
Internal Auditor recommended that the budget debate and precept request be
recorded as separate items on the agenda. Also the insurance cover be reviewed
prior to renewal to ensure that it meets CPC’s requirements; this had been done
but had not been recorded in sufficient detail in the meeting notes.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) was considered. The
Annual Governance Statement (AGS) was considered by the councillors. It was
agreed that all necessary steps had been put in place. RW signed the AGS.

The Accounting Statements (AS) and Variations Statement were signed by the
clerk and RW and then presented to the councillors for consideration. Both were
approved by the meeting. RW signed the AS.

The Certificate of Exemption (CE) was considered by the councillors. It was agreed
that both income and expenditure were less than £25,000. RW signed the CE.

The councillors agreed that the Public Rights Notice period should run from 3 June
to 12 July. The Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Accounts and
AGAR will be posted on 30 May.

FINANCIALS

The bank reconciliation at 31 March 2025, analysis of receipts and expenditure and
bank statements at 31 March 2025 were reviewed. It was proposed and seconded
that they were accepted as an accurate record for the year.

PW had undertaken the Internal Controls review. She reported that everything was
in order. No Internal Controls review will be undertaken for the period to 31 March
2025.

The initial precept receipt of £8,980 had been received on 17 April.

Two pre-approved payments had been made on 2 April;, GAPTC membership
£139.12 and for the internal audit £200.00.
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Contractual and statutory payments had been made for the clerk’s wages at
National Pay scale 11, WAH allowances, associated PAYE and payroll (£28.80) on
24 March. A payment of £127.50 was made to | Park (IP) for work on the salt bins
and playground (19 March) and bank charges of £4.25 (18 March). The schedule
of payments made (Appendix A) was signed by the Chairman and clerk.

Two quotes had been received for insurance cover; Clear Councils £797.12 and
Ansvar £700.82. The cover under either policy meets the requirements of CPC. It
was proposed and seconded that Ansvar be appointed as CPC’s insurers.

It was proposed and seconded that the direct debit to the Information
Commissioners Office (£35) should continue.

MAINTENANCE OF COUNCIL ASSETS

The RoSPA report was mainly satisfactory. The only issue of concern was the
stepping logs. A quote for replacements is to be sought from IP.

The quotes for replacement benches provided by IP were considered. As all of the
quotes were from the same firm it will be necessary to obtain quotes from other
suppliers before any decision on a replacement bench can be made.

Neither CDC nor GCC have any “litter picking in progress” signs. The resident
organising any litter picking has been advised.

The Village Clock has had the defective movement replaced and is now working
satisfactorily.

ROADS

There has been no progress on either the change in the speed limits within the
village or the Speedwatch camera application since the last meeting.

ACTION POINTS FROM LAST MEETING

Additional information has been provided to the new website supplier. The existing
IT services supplier has been informed that the contract will not be renewed after
31 May. The new website is now available for inspection and the councillors were
asked to have a look and give feedback to the clerk as necessary. An email had
been received shortly before the meeting with additional information but this has
not yet been reviewed. When the new email addresses are functioning it will be
necessary to set auto-forward to the existing email addresses.

An order for the playground disclaimer signs will be made shortly.
ANNUAL REVIEW OF POLICY DOCUMENTS

It was agreed that RW will review the Code of Conduct, Data Retention and Privacy
policy and Publication Scheme. JB will review the Disciplinary & Grievance
Arrangements and Health and Safety policy. SH will review the Financial
Regulations and Reserves policy. GTH will review the Grants and Risk

b/




13.

14.

MINUTES OF COATES PARISH COUNCIL (CPC) MEETING
7.35 PM, TUESDAY 13 MAY 2025 Coates Village Hall
Chair for this meeting: Robbie Whitfield

Management policies. PW will review the Standing Orders and Transparency
Code (after AWM has finalised the 2024 version). AWM is to provide a new Asset
register.

OTHER ITEMS

The GAPTC survey on Devolution and Local Government reorganisation was
reviewed. It was decided that the information requested did not add anything of
substance to the discussion so it was not completed.

Following the suggestion made at the APM it was agreed that a summary of CPC’s
activities would be provided to the village’s email on an annual basis.

POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION AT NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is to be held on Thursday, 17 July 2025. The September meeting
is to be held on Thursday 25 September.

The meeting closed at 9:50pm.

Chairman Signature: .....[/......0... J.. "
Parish Clerk Signature: Y. .. tsane—al
Date: 1ot oec

NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING: 17 July 2025 at Coates Village Hall.
Electronic copies of these and previous Minutes are available from the Parish Clerk:
clerk@coatesparish.org.uk




