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Our ref: Reg 18 Consultation 2025

When calling please ask for : Planning Policy and Infrastructure Team
Tel: 01285 623000

E-mail: local.plan@cotswold.gov.uk

Dear Town and Parish Councillors and Clerks,

I am pleased to inform you of the forthcoming public consultation — Cotswold District
Local Plan Update (Regulation 18) Preferred Option Consultation — which will be
available for public comment from 14 November 2025 until 2 January 2026.

Local councils must prepare a Local Plan that sets out a vision and framework for the
future development of their area. A Local Plan is a legal requirement and the starting
point for determining planning applications.

Cotswold District Council is updating its adopted Local Plan in light of mandatory
government-imposed housing targets. The government now calculates that more than
twice the number of homes are needed in the district than the council was previously
planning for, which currently equates to a total target of 18,650 additional new homes for
the new Local Plan period, which will run up to 2043 and beyond.

In July, the council voted unanimously to proceed with a full update to the Local Plan, at
pace so that the district regains a five-year housing land supply. An updated Local Plan
will guard against piecemeal, speculative development and ensure that new housing
comes with the sort of infrastructure that enables communities to thrive.

It also provides residents in the district a chance to have their say at different points in the
evolution of the Local Plan, meaning future development is shaped by the people who
live here, not just by developers and landowners.



This upcoming consultation is about issues and options when it comes to locating new
development and meeting the government's target. The council is asking for feedback on
different development strategy options to meet the target. These options include a
preferred strategy option. Each option provides indicative housing figures based on
high-level proposals for each settlement or area.

The consultation identifies broad areas for housing growth, but does not specify sites.
Sites will be proposed and consulted on in 2026, when the council will present a full draft
of the plan for feedback, before submission to the Secretary of State for examination by
an independent planning inspector in December 2026.

The upcoming consultation consists of:

* A consultation document that looks at a series of development scenarios to
address the council’s development needs up to 2043, and proposes the Council’s
preferred scenario, (please note, several of the scenarios — including the preferred
scenario — include strategic sites of 500 or more homes that would likely continue
being built after 2043). The consultation document also considers development
needs beyond conventional housing and an updated Vision and Objectives for the
Local Plan. This consultation document has a range of supporting background
documents including:

o Site Allocation Selection Methodology
Integrated Impact Assessment
Habitat Regulations Assessment
Settlement Role and Function Study
Assessment of Broad Strategic Development Locations
Development Strategy Options Technical Report

o O O O O O

Guide to Submitting Comments
e A Call for Sites that invites people to propose sites that can help deliver
development needs up to 2043. This can include land for housing, employment,

renewable energy etc.

The consultation period will run from:
e Friday 14" November 2025 until Friday 2" January 2026 (11:59pm)

You will be notified when the consultation documents and supporting evidence become

available on our new online consultation system your.cotswold.gov.uk and the council’s
website.


https://your.cotswold.gov.uk/en-GB/
https://cotswold.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-news-and-consultation/
https://cotswold.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-news-and-consultation/

Paper copies of the consultation documents as listed above, will also be available to view
at all the libraries in the district and at the District Council offices in Cirencester (Trinity
Road, GL7 1PX) and Moreton-in-Marsh (Moreton Area Centre, High Street, Moreton-in-
Marsh, GL56 0AZ).

PUBLIC EVENTS
Public exhibitions will be held on:

e Friday 28" November from 2pm until 7pm at King George's Hall, Chapel Lane,
Mickleton, GL55 6SU

e Friday 5" December from 2pm until 7pm at St David's Centre, Moreton-in-Marsh
GL56 OLT

e Thursday 11™" December from 2pm until 7pm at Fairford Community Centre, High
Street, Fairford GL7 4AF

e Thursday 18" December from 2pm until 7pm at Corinium Museum, Park Street,

Cirencester, GL7 2BX

As ever, we look forward to your response as part of this process, and we would
appreciate your support in helping to make this consultation a success by sharing the
information with your local communities and businesses. If you have any queries, please
contact the Planning Policy Team at Cotswold District Council on Tel: 01285 623000 or
email: local.plan@cotswold.gov.uk-

Yours faithfully,

Wé@@w

Cllr Juliet Layton
Cabinet Member for Planning and Regulatory Services


https://goo.gl/maps/j2yrvchL4Mq
mailto:local.plan@cotswold.gov.uk

