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Councillors and Officials:     Visitors 

Brown, Jacqueline (JB) Chair  Chippendale, Tristan (TC), Bathurst Estate 

Torry-Harris, Gilly (GTH Councillor    Austen, Peter (PA), The Tunnel House 

Harris, Stephen (SMH) Councillor    Norris, Judith (JN), planning consultant 

Moorcroft, Alan (AWM) Clerk  McKeown, Mike (MMc), CDC councillor   

 

1. APOLOGIES   

 

Robbie Whitfield (RW, chairman) was unable to attend the meeting.  In RW’s 

absence JB chaired the meeting.  Ian Watson (GCC councillor) had sent an apology 

for his absence attending a GCC Local Government Re-organisation meeting.  MMC 

will be arriving late as he has a CDC cabinet meeting 

 

2. DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS ON AGENDA MATTERS   

 

None.   

 

3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 25 SEPTEMBER 2025   

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated in advance.  They were 
accepted as an accurate record and signed. 
 

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS   

 

a. No comments had been received in respect of the tree maintenance 

application for The Tunnel House (25/03086/TCONR).   

 

5. REPORTS RELEVANT TO COATES PARISH   

 

PA is taking on the lease of The Tunnel House Inn from January 2026 and the 

intention is to open in spring 2026.  TC has been working with PA on behalf of the 

Bathurst Estate.  JN specialises in rural planning and has been assisting with the 

planning application.  There are a number of restraints in the surrounding areas and 

PA is working to ensure that the pub stays within them.  Accommodation (3 rooms) 

will now be provided in the barn within the curtilage of the pub; a further planning 

application will be made shortly.  Without accommodation the pub would not be 

viable but accommodation in the pods, for which planning permission has been 

obtained, is too expensive and will not be pursued; the planning permission will be 

allowed to lapse.  The car park will be a mix of tarmac and grass with mesh 

underneath.  At this point MMc joined the meeting.  Details of the venture can be 

obtained from the website (Tunnelhouseinn.co.uk).  At this point PA, TC and JN left 

the meeting.   

 

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS (CONTINUED)     

 

b. MMc understands that a decision on the Bledisloe Barns application is 

expected to be issued shortly.   
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5. REPORTS RELEVANT TO COATES PARISH (CONTINUED)    

The main issue from CDC is work on the Local Plan.  Consultations with councillors 

are being held.  Up to now there are no specific plans for Coates.  There are some 

changes affecting Kemble relating to the expansion of the Steadings development 

closer to the Kemble Road (A429).  A public consultation is taking place until 2nd 

January 2026, and residents are encouraged to participate 

at https://cotswold.gov.uk/localplan.  CDC continue to maintain that the Government 

proposals are too high considering the amount of land that cannot be developed as it 

is in the AONB.  The Government will not discuss this until all steps have been taken 

to identify suitable development land.  At this point MMc left the meeting.   

 

6. FINANCIALS   

 

a. JB undertook the last Internal Controls review and found everything to be in 

order.  SH is to undertake the next review.   

 

b. Pre-approval was given at the last meeting to pay for the playground bench 

(£610.00).     

 

c. A number of contractual and statutory payments have been made since the 

last meeting; clerk’s wages as per National Pay scale 11, WAH allowance and 

associated PAYE to HMRC.  Payments were also made to KP Gardens for grass 

cutting (£306.00 x 2), bank charges (£4.25 x 2) and Village Hall hire (£33.00 and 

£49.50).   

 

The schedule of payments made between 29 August and 30 October was agreed 

and duly signed.     

 

d. Since the issue of the agenda a contractual payment has been made to PATA 

(£28.80 31 October).  AWM has purchased a remembrance wreath (£29.49) for 

which pre-approval was made at the last meeting.  A payment of £117.00 has been 

made to JB for defibrillator pads; this was approved by email and it was proposed 

and seconded that the payment be ratified.  It was proposed and seconded that the 

proposed fee for defibrillator training (£50.00) be donated to the South West 

Ambulance charity.  Two further contractual payments have been made; hall hire 

(£33.00) and grass cutting (£306.00).  

 

e. The bank reconciliation at 30 October 2025, bank statements and analysis of 

receipts and expenditure were considered and found to be satisfactory.  The bank 

transfers from the Comm Instant Access account to the Community account 

(£325.00, £250.00 and £2,993.00 on 5, 10 and 29 September, £300.00 and £100.00 

on 13 and 15 October) were approved.   

 

f. In order to avoid unnecessary bank charges the dormant Fiesta account was 

closed on 17 October 2025.   

 

g. A VAT claim in the sum of £554.01 was made on 22 October and received on 

27 October 2025.  

 

https://cotswold.gov.uk/localplan
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h. The grass cutting contract concluded at the end of the 2025 season.  It was 

agreed that the previous Statement of Requirements would form the basis of any new 

contract.  Additionally it will be necessary to close the playground gates and cut the 

grass at the entrance to May Tree Close.  AWM is to approach Pete Kirkpatrick to 

see if he is interested in continuing, and at what rate.   

 

i. The 2025/26 expenditure and the draft 2026/27 budget were considered.  The 

likelihood is that the 2025/26 expenditure will be less than the budgeted figure; the 

road initiatives have not come to fruition and the grass has been cut less than 

anticipated.  AWM had drafted some figures for the 2026/27 budget.  The initial 

indication is that the expenditure will be less than 2025/26; the laptop (£1,000) is a 

one off figure and speeding initiatives (£700) will not be in the 2026/27 budget.  The 

budget is to be agreed at the January 2026 meeting.  

 

7. MAINTENANCE OF COUNCIL ASSETS   

 

a. Ian Park (IP) is to source replacement caps and a spar for the agility trail.  

GTH is aware that there is a metal pipe in the playground close to the fence.  IP is to 

be asked to dispose of the pipe.  IP is also to be asked to look at and repair / replace 

the lock on the gate.   

 

b. The Village Clock is still running slow.  This is being checked to identify the 

problem.     

 

c. Adept Tree Maintenance is to undertake the work on the hedge at Victory 

Green.  A tender exercise is to be undertaken for 2026 and subsequent years.   

 

d. It was proposed and seconded to purchase additional pads for the 

defibrillator.    

 

8. ROADS   

 

a. CPC have registered an interest in the Community 20s and Safer Roads 

initiative, but since then no further communications have been received.  AWM is to 

make contact with the team to find out what is happening.   

 

b. Separately AWM has been pursuing the application to reduce the speed limits 

around the village.  It appears that the officer who was initially dealing with this is 

unwell.  AWM has made contact with another officer and is awaiting some feedback.   

 

c. Ambiguity around the availability of Speedwatch cameras remains.  AWM has 

asked Councillor Watson to investigate and is currently awaiting a response.   

 

9. ACTION POINTS FROM LAST MEETING   

 

a. A Local Green Space application is being prepared and will be submitted to 

CDC shortly; it remains to be seen if CDC will proceed with the application.  Further 

communications will follow.   
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b. After consideration it was decided that the signs for the source of the Thames 

offered by the Monarch’s Way society would be too big for what is required.  AWM is 

to provide JB with details of the signs acquired for the playground to see if something 

suitable can be identified.   

 

c. With the exception of the Standing Orders all of the policies have now been 

agreed, edited and posted on the website.  The Standing Orders needs only minor 

revisions and will be dealt with shortly.   

 

d. Details of a grant application were sent to the RDA to cover the cost of road 

signs.  They have now replied that no application will be made as a benefactor has 

agreed to fund the cost of the signs.   

 

10. POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION AT NEXT MEETING    

The next meeting will be held on 28 January 2026.  The date of the March 2026 

meeting was discussed and should be agreed shortly.   

 

 

 

 

Chairman Signature: ………………… 
Parish Clerk Signature: ………………. 
Date: ……………….. 
 
NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING: 28 January 2026 at Coates Village Hall. 
Electronic copies of these and previous Minutes are available from the Parish Clerk: 
clerk@coatesparish.gov.uk 
 

mailto:clerk@coatesparish.gov.uk

