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Annual Report of the Parish Council for the 2025/26 year


This past year has been a steady and active one for the Parish Council, focused on representing residents’ interests, maintaining village assets, and managing a number of planning and infrastructure issues affecting Coates.

Planning has continued to be one of the most significant areas of work. In particular, the various applications relating to Bledisloe have required sustained attention. The Council consistently reflected the concerns of parishioners, especially around traffic, suitability of use, and the cumulative impact of potential development(s).   Over the course of the year, formal objections were submitted where appropriate, and engagement took place with both District Councillors and planning officers. This culminated in the refusal of the barns application earlier this year, which aligned with the position the Council had taken. 

Other applications have been reviewed on their individual merits, with the Council continuing to take a balanced position—supporting appropriate development while challenging proposals that are not in keeping with the village.

Alongside individual applications, the Council also responded to the Cotswold District Council Local Plan. The key issue here is the significant increase in housing targets imposed by central government, which will inevitably affect rural areas such as ours. The Council’s position has been to resist unsustainable or overly concentrated development and to ensure that any future growth is appropriate to the character and capacity of the village. 

Turning to village infrastructure and assets, a considerable amount of work has gone into maintaining what we have, while recognising that some elements are reaching the end of their useful life. The playground is a good example. Regular safety inspections have been carried out, and while repairs continue to be made where necessary, it is increasingly clear that a more comprehensive replacement will be required in due course. 

Linked to this, the Council has begun to consider how such a project could be funded, including the need to build reserves over time.

Other maintenance activity has included ongoing grass cutting, minor repairs to equipment, replacement of benches, and attention to the village clock, which has required investigation and repair work during the year.  These are not high-profile items, but they are essential to keeping the village functioning properly.

On roads and highways, progress has been limited, largely due to constraints outside the Council’s control. Efforts to reduce speed limits and improve road safety have continued, but Gloucestershire County Council has made it clear that cost remains a significant barrier. 
The Council has continued to press the issue, including exploring Speedwatch options and seeking clarity on matters such as gritting and maintenance responsibilities.
Community matters have also featured during the year. The Council has engaged with the Watershed magazine on its funding model, recognising the financial pressures it faces, and has considered requests for support from the Village Hall. 

In both cases, the Council has taken a cautious approach, balancing the importance of these community assets with the limited financial resources available.

There has also been continued work on governance and administration. Policies have been reviewed and updated, internal controls have been maintained, and steps have been taken to improve communication, including regular updates to residents via the village email. 

The Council has also ensured compliance with statutory requirements, including audit processes and transparency obligations.

Finally, a number of smaller but important initiatives have taken place over the year. These include supporting defibrillator provision and training, progressing signage issues within the village, and responding to day-to-day concerns raised by residents. 

In summary, the Council has remained focused on three core priorities: representing residents effectively, maintaining the village environment, and managing change in a way that protects the character of Coates. The work is often incremental and not always visible, but it is consistent and grounded in the interests of the parish.
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