

MINUTES OF COATES PARISH COUNCIL (CPC) MEETING
7.30 PM, TUESDAY 10 MARCH 2026 Coates Village Hall
Chair for this meeting: Robbie Whitfield (RW)

	Councillors and Officials:  
	
	
	Visitors

	Whitfield, Robbie (RW)
	Chair
	
	McKeown, Mike (MMc), CDC councillor  

	Brown, Jacqueline (JB)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Torry-Harris, Gilly (GTH
	Councillor  
	
	

	Harris, Stephen (SMH)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Wilson, Phyllida (PW)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Moorcroft, Alan (AWM)
	Clerk
	
	



1. APOLOGIES  

	None.  MMc is attending another parish council meeting but will attend later.  

2. DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS ON AGENDA MATTERS  

None, other than GTH and SH will abstain from any discussion on the planning application at 4.b.    

3. MINUTES OF MEETINGS ON 17 DECEMBER 2025, 28 JANUARY AND 13 FEBRUARY 2026  

The watermark had been removed from the December 2025 minutes and the notes signed.  Both the 28 January and 13 February 2026 minutes had been agreed in advance and were duly signed.  

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

a. The walled garden application for the walled garden at Bledisloe House (25/03454/FUL) has been approved by CDC with a condition that it can only be used for residential purposes.  

b. An objection has been made to the application (26/00183/FUL).  A decision from CDC is awaited.  

5. REPORTS RELEVANT TO COATES PARISH  

A written report had been received from councillor I Watson (IW, GCC) and considered by the councillors prior to the meeting.  

6. FINANCIALS  

a. AWM had been late in issuing the instruction for the Internal Controls review so GTH will report to the May meeting.  

b. I Litton has been appointed as the Internal Auditor.  She has sent a request for information and AWM is to respond shortly.  

c. A pre-approved payment of £23.38 (20/02) had been made for the cost of the Source of the Thames signs.  

d. A number of contractual and statutory payments had been made; clerks wages, WAH allowance and PAYE of £131.40 (12/01), hire of the Village Hall £22.00 (16/01) and 2 payments of bank charges, each of £4.25 (19/01 and 17/02).  

e. The quote for ink cartridges (£43.94) was proposed and seconded.  AWM and RW had looked at a replacement laptop for AWM.  The quotes for an Asus laptop (£469.00), Microsoft Home and Office software (£243.00) and mouse (£6.49) were proposed and seconded for payment.  

f. The bank reconciliation at 27 February 2026, analysis of receipts and expenses and supporting bank statements were considered satisfactory with no questions arising.  It was proposed and seconded that they were approved.  The schedule of bank transfers between the Community and Comm Instant Access accounts were agreed and it was proposed and seconded that they be approved.  

g. A request has been sent to CDC for the precept in the amount included in the 2026/27 budget (£12,352).  The budget has been posted on the website.  AWM is to draft a statement for inclusion on the website.  

h. A proposal was made to revise the grass cutting contract to a maximum of 12 cuts.  AWM will now finalise the documentation and issue to two further contractors with a view to having a contractor in place by the beginning of April.  

7. MAINTENANCE OF COUNCIL ASSETS  

a. AWM has spoken with I Park (IP) and he will ensure that only the minimum amount of work will be undertaken on the playground, while also making sure that all of the equipment is safe to use.  AWM had identified information on funding and grants for playground equipment.  This has been circulated to the councillors and further talks on this subject will take place at future meetings.  

b. The problem with the Village Clock seems to be with the hands.  Collets are being made and fitted and it will hopefully be back in place by 16 or 17 March. 

c. Further maintenance items were discussed.  GTH reported that Paul Atkinson (PA) had completed the removal of ivy from the bus shelter.  PA suggested that the gutters will need to be looked at but thought they might contain asbestos.  AWM will ask IP to take a look.  

d. PA will be ceasing work in the near future and a replacement will need to be found.  AWM will ask IP if he could take on this work.  

8. ROADS 

It was thought that MMC’s contribution on this subject would be useful so discussion was postponed until his arrival.  



9. ACTION POINTS FROM LAST MEETING  

a. AWM has provided the Watershed with grant application details and a request for further financial information to assist CPC in whether to make a contribution to the printing costs of the Watershed.  No response has been received yet.  
b. AWM sent an email to the Village Hall committee explaining why CPC will not be making a contribution towards their running costs.  No response has been received.  

c. AWM has sent a draft to JB on CPC activities over the last 6 months for inclusion in the Village email.  JB will finalise this shortly.  

MMc arrived at 8:00pm  

5. REPORTS RELEVANT TO COATES PARISH  

MMc had provided a written report in advance of the meeting.  MMc was content with the decision of CDC on the walled garden application at Bledisloe House.  The inclusion of the restriction for personal use only should prevent any attempt to have this as a business facility if the application for Bledisloe Barns is pursued or renewed.  Objection are being put together by neighbouring councils against the festival application for Kemble airport.  The main concern is over noise.  CPC will consider if they are affected sufficiently to also raise an objection.  Public consultations on the proposed Local Government restructuring are to be held shortly.  At present it is not known what impact this will have on town and parish councils.  

8. ROADS 

a. [bookmark: _GoBack]A detailed response on both road items (speed limit reduction and speed watch cameras) had been received from IW.  It was disappointing that prohibitive costs would mean that pursuit of reductions in road speeds could not be pursued further.  

b. The position on the availability and funding for Community Speedwatch cameras is still unclear.  IW is trying to get clarity from GCC on behalf of CPC.  MMc informed that the installation of a camera in Ewen had proven to be worthwhile; details were given of a persistent speeding lorry being reported to the police and their successful follow up action.  

MMc left at this point.  

10. OTHER ITEMS  

a. The response from GCC Highways about road gritting on the Trewsbury Road is contradictory.  The covering email says the road is gritted but this contradicts the gritting map provided by GCC Highways and what residents are reporting.  AWM will seek clarification.  

b. Informally, it has been suggested that certain land may have been gifted to the village in the past which is now regarded as being in private ownership.This will be looked into.

c. A number of instances of dog mess on pavements have been reported recently.  JB will remind residents of their responsibilities when issuing the CPC report via the Village email.  

11. POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION AT NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting will be held on 12 May 2026, and will be proceeded by the Annual Parish meeting.  

The meeting closed at 8:55pm.  



Chairman Signature: ……………………
Parish Clerk Signature: ……………….….
Date: ………………..

NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING: 12 May 2026 at Coates Village Hall.
Electronic copies of these and previous Minutes are available from the Parish Clerk:
clerk@coatesparish.gov.uk
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