

MINUTES OF COATES PARISH COUNCIL (CPC) MEETING
7.30 PM, TUESDAY 12 MAY 2026 Coates Village Hall
Chair for this meeting: Robbie Whitfield (RW)


	Councillors and Officials:  
	
	
	Visitors

	Whitfield, Robbie (RW)
	Chair
	
	McKeown, Mike (MMc), CDC councillor  

	Brown, Jacqueline (JB)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Torry-Harris, Gilly (GTH
	Councillor  
	
	

	Harris, Stephen (SMH)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Wilson, Phyllida (PW)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Moorcroft, Alan (AWM)
	Clerk
	
	



1. APOLOGIES  

I Watson ((IW) GCC councillor) had sent an apology in advance as he was attending the Kingscote PC meeting.  

2. ELECTION OF NEW CHAIRMAN  

RW and JB were content to remain in their respective roles.  It was proposed and seconded that RW be appointed as the chair, and that JB be appointed as the Vice Chair.  Both RW and JB completed Declarations of Acceptance of Office.    

3. DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS ON AGENDA MATTERS  

None, 

4. MINUTES OF MEETING ON 10 MARCH 2026  

The draft minutes of the meeting on 10 March were proposed and seconded as an accurate record of the meeting.  

5. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

a. There were no comments regarding the proposed tree pruning at the Tunnel House (26/00918/TCONR).  

b. Similarly, there were no comments regarding the proposed monolith at the Tunnel House (26/01250/TCONR).  

c. No comments were made on the demolition and reconstruction at Setts Barn (26/01315/FUL).  

MMc arrived at 8:10pm after attending the Kemble PC meeting.  

d. Concerns were raised about the Kennels planning application for 9 new dwellings (26/01218/FUL).  It was proposed and seconded that an objection would be raised due to road safety concerns, strain on the sewage system, development of a green field site and the impact on the surrounding area.  Due to time constraints RW will draft and seek comment from the other councillors.  AWM to provide a copy of the presentation previously made.  

e. No comments were made regarding the Sarina Cottage application (26/01435/FUL).  

7. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2025/26  

As MMc was delayed it was decided to deal with item 6 after he arrived.    

a. The Annual Internal Audit Report had been circulated among the councillors in advance.  The report was satisfactory with only 1 minor error.  

b. The Annual Governance Statement (AGS) was considered.  The councillors were satisfied that everything was in order and it was proposed and seconded that the AGS be approved.  

c. The 2025/26 Accounting Statement (AS) was reviewed in conjunction with a bank reconciliation at 31 March 2026, schedule of receipts and payments, bank and Variations Statement.  It was proposed and seconded that the AS be approved.

d. The councillors were satisfied that neither the income nor expenditure exceeded £25,000 during the year.  It was proposed and seconded that the Certificate of Exemption be approved.  .  

e. It was proposed and seconded that the Notice of Public Rights be made on 2 June and the period of display would run from 3 June to 14 July.  

6. REPORTS RELEVANT TO COATES PARISH  

Councillor IW (GCC) had provided a written report in advance of the meeting; there were no comments. MMc (CDC) had also provided a written report in advance.  In addition MMc gave details of an industrial agriculture waste planning application near Ashton Keynes.  This might result in tractors driving across Coates parish with their waste for processing.  A number of objections have been received, especially from potentially affected businesses.  

MMc left the meeting at 8:54pm.  

8. FINANCIALS  

a. [bookmark: _GoBack]GTH had undertaken the Internal Controls review and was satisfied that everything was in order.  PW is to undertake the next review.  

b. The statutory and contractual payments for 2026/27 were reviewed.  It was proposed and seconded that the following payments be accepted: bank charges (£4.25 per month), grass cutting (K P Gardens £265 per cut plus VAT), general maintenance (I Park (IP) £27.50 per hour), garden maintenance (P Atkinson (PA) £25.00 per hour), payroll (PATA £13.45 or £4.25 per month), village hall (£11.00 per hour), clerks wages (£14.59 per hour), WAH allowance (£6.15 per week) and PAYE.  The direct debit to ICO (£47.00) was also proposed and seconded.  

c. RW, SH and AWM are included on the bank mandate.  These arrangements work well.  It was agreed that no change be made.  

d. Invoices received were considered.  It was proposed and seconded that payments be made to GAPTC (£150.03), RoSPA (£109.20), KP Gardens (£318.00) and GCC Highways (£300.00).  The last payment was CPC’s 50% of the cost of the road signs installed by GCC Highways and agreed in August 2024.  

e. The grass cutting contract has been awarded to K P Gardens.  The contract content has been agreed, signed by CPC and awaiting signature from KP Gardens.  

f. The councillors are content that the proposed insurance contract meets CPC’s requirements.  It was proposed and seconded that the contract be accepted, subject to clarification of the premium payment.  

g. The pension auto-enrolment is to be reviewed in September 2026.  

9. MAINTENANCE OF COUNCIL ASSETS  

a. The RoSPA report was considered.  The small Multiplay is out of action and will remain so until repairs have been undertaken.  Quotes will also be required for the sticking gate, agility trail, junior Multiplay and see-saw.  AWM is to obtain quotes for repairs from IP both for the individual items and collectively.  

The meeting about new equipment for the playground was cancelled because the representative had car issues.  Notwithstanding details of new items and costs will be provided shortly.  AWM had explained there was no commitment from CPC and details were being requested so a discussion could be held with the councillors.  Funding for any purchases can be flexible and spread over time, the downside being that any discounts available are lost if payment is spread.  Further discussion on this subject will take place over the next few council meetings.  All aspects of a replacement playground will need to be considered; piecemeal or wholesale replacement, how many items, what materials to be used and funding options.  

Two replacements signs are to be ordered for the playground.  As 1 of them has faded badly AWM is to enquire whether this should be replaced free of charge.  

b. The Village Clock has been repaired and is working perfectly.  

c. IP is to take on the gardening maintenance previously undertaken by PA.  If necessary PA will assist IP on some aspects, e.g. pruning apple trees.  

d. A recall for some defibrillator models has been issued, but this does not impact the CPC model.  Some adjustments are to be considered for the box in which the defibrillator is located to reduce moisture build up.  

10. ROADS 

a. No update has been received in respect of Community Speedwatch cameras.  AWM is to remind IW that a response is required.  

b. The GCC Highways gritting policy is not matched with what is actually happening.  There are no grit boxes on the Trewsbury Road beyond Fossehill Farm and a number of vehicles have skidded.  AWM is to contact GCC Highways and grit the road properly.  

11. ANNUAL REVIEW OF POLICY DOCUMENTS

It was agreed that AWM will produce a new asset register.  

The existing policies will be reviewed and revised as necessary as follows:  

RW – Code of Conduct, Data Retention & Privacy and Publication Scheme
JB – Disciplinary & Grievance Arrangements and Health & Safety Policy  
SH – Financial Regulations and Reserves Policy
GTH – Grants and Risk Management
PW – Standing Orders and Transparency Code

12. ACTION POINTS FROM LAST MEETING  

a. The item on CPC activities in the village email has been well received.  

b. Enquiries have been made about the potential gift of land to CPC in the 1980’s.  No evidence has been found that any gift was ever made.  It was proposed and seconded that the cost of the Land Registry searches be reimbursed to SH.  

13. OTHER ITEMS  

a. JB volunteered to consider and draft comments on the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan.  The draft response will be circulated for comment.  

b. A resident has asked who is responsible for cutting the grass on the verges outside the village.  AWM will make necessary enquiries.  

14. POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION AT NEXT MEETING  
The next meetings will be held on 7 July (7:30pm) and 10 September 2026.    

The meeting closed at 9:55pm.  



Chairman Signature: ……………………
Parish Clerk Signature: ……………….….
Date: ………………..

NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING: 7 July 2026 at Coates Village Hall.
Electronic copies of these and previous Minutes are available from the Parish Clerk:
clerk@coatesparish.gov.uk
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