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REV STEVE BULLOCK (DAY OFF FRIDAY)

Curate with responsibility revstevebullock@gmail.com
07535 488409

REV PEPITA WALKER 760211

READERS

Liz Collins 770698

Karen Czapiewski 770255

COATES

Church Warden: Nigel Pollock 770881

Secretary PCC Alison Pollock 770881

Treasurer PCC Bob Merrill 07866 972385

SAPPERTON WITH FRAMPTON MANSELL
Church Wardens:

ST LUKE’S Elizabeth Twinch 762897

John Thorogood 762861
Flowers Pam Thorogood 762861
ST KENELM’S Mark Hamer 760715
Rotas Elizabeth Twinch 762897
Treasurer PCC Charles Houldsworth 760300

RODMARTON AND TARLTON (Chapel of Ease)

Church Wardens

RODMARTON Richard Marlowe 770401
Philippa Herbert 07974 422272

TARLTON (Chapel Warden) Jasper Biddulph 770230

Secretary PCC Jane Marlowe 770401

Treasurer PCC Simon Biddulph 841462

The Thameshead Benefice

St. Matthew, Coates: All Saints, Kemble: St. Michael and All Angels, Poole Keynes: St.
Kenelm, Sapperton with St. Luke, Frampton Mansell: St. Peter, Rodmarton with St.
Osmund, Tarlton: All Saints, Somerford Keynes with All Saints, Shorncote



PARISH NEWS

FORTHCOMING SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE

2 April
19.30

3 April
9.30
11.00
12.00
13.45
14.00
19.00

4 April
18.00

5 April
06.30
08.00
09.30
10.00
10.00
11.00
11.00
11.00

12 April
10.00
11.00

19 April
9.30
10.00
10.00
11.00
11.00
11.00

Maundy Thursday

Kemble Holy Communion

Good Friday

Coates Procession starting at the War Memorial
Kemble Meditation

Sapperton Meditation

Frampton Mansell

Meditation starting at village hall

Somerford Keynes Wild and Messy Church

Rodmarton
Easter Saturday
Tarlton

Easter Sunday
Poole Keynes
Tarlton

Coates

Kemble

Poole Keynes
Frampton Mansell
Rodmarton

Compline

Easter Eve Lighting of the Easter
Candle

Sunrise Holy Communion
Said Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Easter Praise

Holy Communion

Family Holy Communion

Somerford Keynes Holy Communion
Second Sunday after Easter
Somerford Keynes Benefice Holy Communion

Rodmarton

Morning Prayer

Third Sunday after Easter

Coates
Kemble

Poole Keynes
Sapperton
Rodmarton

Morning Prayer

Morning Source — all age
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer

Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer




FORTHCOMING SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE

26 April
08.00 Tarlton Holy Communion BCP
10.00 Kemble Combined Benefice Service
11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer and APCM
18.00 Rodmarton Evening Prayer

READER RAMBLINGS FROM KAREN
Dear friends

"We are an Easter people, and Alleluia is our song" is a famous quote
from Pope John Paul Il. It is often linked to St. Augustine and reflects
the message of hope and joy that come to us from the resurrection.
The suffering of Good Friday is overtaken by the triumph of life and
grace. We live with the joyful hope and faith of light overcoming
darkness: death and darkness do not have the final word.

| was pondering what to write about this month — there are so many
themes around that message of hope that comes with Easter. One of
the joys we have is the arrival of our new priest-in-charge, Rev Dr
Steve Bullock, who was licensed by the Bishop of Tewkesbury on 16
March and who, with his wife Linda, will be moving into the Benefice
very soon.

However, a subject that came to mind was General Synod. Now that
may not be a topic that draws you in very readily, but bear with me. As
a Diocesan representative on General Synod, when an agenda is
announced | will occasionally receive emails from people who wish to
lobby me about something. This time, however, it was not just the
occasional email but a veritable flurry all on the same subject—
sustainable flowers. The motion was to embrace the principles of the
Sustainable Church Flowers movement. That movement encourages
us to: attend to the fifth mark of mission by promoting the use of local,
seasonal and fully biodegradable/ compostable flowers and foliage;
wherever possible source flowers and foliage locally and seasonally
and eliminate the use of non-biodegradable and non-reusable
products. There was an excellent paper and presentation on the
subject and lots of practical tips. There was no flavour of bullying or
pressure on the topic but a simple encouragement to respect that
mark of mission which states that the church commits itself to
safeguard the integrity of creation, and to sustain and renew the life of
the earth.

The motion was passed with enthusiasm, probably because it was
encouragement and not a demand — indeed it was one of the more
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cheery debates — but the main point | want to draw out is this: The
motion grew from a small Worcestershire village where the PCC
wanted to make a tangible difference locally by glorifying God with
sustainable flowers. The PCC pushed their idea, that they had already
actioned, through the various structures of the church. Their PCC sent
it to Deanery Synod. Deanery Synod sent it to Diocesan Synod.
Diocesan Synod put the motion to General Synod. It went on the list of
Diocesan Synod motions and awaited its turn. That turn arrived and a
national debate took place on a subject started by one small Flower
Guild in a tiny parish.

It was something of a David and Goliath story, but without the
violence, and | just wanted to use it to illustrate that we are an Easter
people and we can all make a difference.

Wild, Messy and Church
Good Friday

Friday 3 April 2pm

All Saints Church, Somerford Keynes
Fun, games, craft, refreshments and worship
both indoors and outdoors for everyone

Please contact Liz Collins for further details
e.collins@farming.co.uk
07774104990

Bringing the light and joy of Christ into our communities;
that all may flourish



mailto:e.collins@farming.co.uk

NEWS FROM COATES

cfee, COFC & chat %7

“Delicious sweet & savoury home-bakes, proper coffee & a
selection of teas at this community event”

Gluten-free & decaf options available.
10.30am - 12.00pm Tuesday 21 April
3rd Tuesday of every month @ Coates Hall
Choice of 2 home bakes & bottomless tea/

coffee £5
Bottomless tea/coffee £2
Well behaved dogs welcome.

Contact us 07794 678 928 / 01285 770 596

COATES CINEMA
CLUB

The new season continues on Thursday 9
April doors open at 7pm screening at
7.30pm.

Members are given a choice of films for the next two months to vote
for and the film with the most votes is screened at the following
month.

Annual membership is £40, guests’ tickets £5 on the night.

More information please contact Simon Large at
simon.large@sky.com

07714 220 558

P
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The Vilage Club
— COATES —

Everyone Is Welcome!

The bar is open 8pm to 11pm, Friday and Saturday.
Keep an eye on the Village newsletter and Facebook
page for last minute event details. Email
coatesvillageclub@gmail.com for more information or to
join the mailing list.

The Supper Club

Saturday 11th April — Jackie's Curry Night
£10.00 per person
The bar opens at 6:30pm for a 7:00pm sit down. Dinner
and dessert served from 7:30pm. This is a ticketed

event. Tickets are available before the night from the
Club bar or Lorraine on (+44) 7840 739 456

Please make us aware of all dietary requirements
when booking

Eurovision
Saturday 16th May - 7:30pm onwards

Join us for the glitter, the glamour, and the genuinely
questionable musical choices!

Wine Tasting
Saturday 30th May - 6:00pm onwards

Fabulous Fizz: From Tank to Traditional. Enjoy a blind
tasting of sparkling wines.




SAVE OUR SWIFTS IN COATES !!

Have you noticed the screaming swifts that fly around Coates village
every summer? These amazing birds only visit us in May to raise their
young and leave us in August. They fly incredibly fast, are so
aerobatic and just seem to have the best fun!

These wonderful birds are amazing —

e They've undertaken a crazy journey from Africa to get here, one
of the longest migration journeys in the world. Swifts fly around
14,000 miles every year.

e They are the fastest UK birds in level flight, with an impressive
top speed of 69mph.

e They spend most of their life on the wing, flying continuously day
and night, sleeping, eating, bathing and even mating on the
wing. Swifts pair for life, returning to the same nest site each
year to lay and incubate their eggs.

But as more old buildings are renovated Swift nest sites are fast
disappearing.

Like so many other small birds, swift numbers have declined sharply
in recent years. Between 1995 and 2018 their numbers have fallen by
as much as 58%.

They need our help ... we need to provide more nesting sites for
them.

Would you be willing to put up a swift nest box to help give these
amazing birds a home?

Swift boxes can be purchased from Peak Boxes, CJ Wild Bird Food,
RSPB and other online sites, as well as from Cotswold Canals Trust (I
believe).

If you would like to find out more about swifts, there is lots of
information including about nest boxes and where to position them, on
Bristol Swifts https://

www.bristolswifts.co.uk/ and the

Swift Conservation https://

www.swift-conservation.org/ €

websites.

Many thanks

Annette Marsden ‘ F‘
Email

vhannettemarsden@gmail.com



NEWS FROM SAPPERTON AND

FRAMPTON MANSELL

DISCOVER'A HIDDEN GEM IN THE CoTswolps
4

%

£

SAPPERTON
PRESCHOOL

THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 3-4 YEAR OLDS
(%) Experienced Teacher-led EVFS staff
) Ploy-based earning withn a nuturing small group
V) Beautiful village setting, surrounded by woods and
Cotswold countryside
8am - 6pm - 5 days a week, Less than 10 minutes
from Cirencester
o Government funding available alongside very
reasonable hourly rates.
Nurturing children to develop confidence and
independence ready for school
Get in touch to book a visit and meet our experienced
and passionate staff.

Jonurture fuith to inspire succoss

N

01285 760325
www.sappertonprimary.org
admin@sapperton.gloucs.sch.uk
Sapperton, Nr Cirencester
GL7 6LQ

¢

WHAT'S Oy
Join us for a coffee,
& chat with your
fellow villagers.

Meet local makers,

producers & businesses

with their hearts in
Frampton Mansell.

Find out about groups &

classes in the village.

Check out the new
playground
equipment!

To be in our showcase contact Kayleigh 07752 373651

WLLAGEGROURg

i >

AGM will take place at 11:30am

BLE CHURCH
—— A AUGE FAMILY COMMUNITY EVERT,

‘DAY STH MAY | 14:00 - 16:00 | KEMBLE Hou
uR Y KND PERWISSON O JILL & WARTIY .KEMB
?,? -

() KEMBLECHURCHFETE for updates!
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Coates
of Paint

Brighten your walls, refresh your woodwork, transform your home.

« Interior & exterior painting For a friendly, local service, contact Pete on
» From touch-ups to whole rooms . 07800 556027
+ Clear pricing, no hidden extras < churchillpeter2000@gmail.com

Craft Group ® Frampton Mansell Village Hall

® 2nd Wednesday of the monthc\

Whatever your craft: knitting ~ crochet ~ © 10:00AM-12:00PM
tapestry ~sewing ~ felting ~ embroidery

Please come along with your crafting project and join us!
Share ideas and knowledge, and have a chat and a laugh over a
cuppa with home-made cakes and biscuits...and hopefully

make some new friends and progress on your project too! ’

for info contact: thowes51@gmail.com é/[ _?: 7,// ol
. \ TR

N SERVICE AND COFFEE

We hold a said communion service, followed by
coffee on the first Tuesday of the month. The
next one will be on Tuesday 7 April at
Woodstock in Frampton Mansell. The service will start at 11am
with coffee and a natter at 11.30am. We I
would love to see you for either or both. (’Cg N
Want to know more? &

Need a lift? Phone Pepita or Paul on g7 )
760211 \
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A PERSONAL POINT OF VIEW - a correction

I made a small but significant typographical error in editing my
contribution to the March issue of The Watershed for which |
apologise. Mea culpa! By the omission of the simple adverb ‘not’ the
meaning of one statement was completely reversed. It's a clear
illustration that errors are inevitable even where the best intentions
prevail.

In the final paragraph, the second sentence should have read: ‘But,
while we are not responsible for the actions of our friends, particularly
when they err in their ways, we need to be prepared to ask ourselves,
how do we relate to those who manifest greed, selfishness, and
hatefulness.’ | hope that those who read the article recognised the
error. Adrian R Hill

[ = SUNE -~ DI =] Tcreshead
-l-l‘1=HIL_
_N -- adies

Connecﬁon

#TLC

Come & Join us

All welcome
REFRESHMENTS

Tuesday 23 April ‘The Mental Health Crisis’
7.15pm to 9pm Linda Bullock
Kindly hosted by Lucinda Turner at CEO of Listening Post
The Bell House, 126 Old Vicarage Will share the vision and mission
Lane, Kemble GL7 6BB of the organisation.
Interested? Want to know more? RSVP to Aileen, Toto, Lucinda or
Contact: UL

Toto Walls 07989 301120 RSVP to Aileen, Toto, Lucinda or

.
Aileen Shaw 07807 199602 -
Lucinda Turner 07881 825895 www.listeningpost.org.uk

11



Sapperton
Church of England
Primary School

Sapperton Primary School continues to grow and thrive, with
increasing numbers in our school and preschool reflecting the strong
sense of community and the appeal of our nurturing village school. It
has been a busy and exciting time across the school, with children
enjoying a wide range of enriching experiences.

One highlight of the term was a highly successful Science Week,
where pupils explored the work of influential scientists and embraced
the theme of curiosity. Children across the school carried out a wide
range of hands-on scientific experiments, developing their
questioning skills and enthusiasm for discovery.

Our commitment to outdoor learning remains a key strength. Pupils
have benefited from continued forest school sessions, giving them
regular opportunities to explore, build confidence, and develop
practical skills in a natural environment. Maple Class also enjoyed a
memorable trip to Westonbirt Arboretum, where they deepened their
understanding of trees and the natural world. We continue our work
with the Sapperton Wilder project, with children actively involved in
further tree planting initiatives. These experiences not only support
environmental awareness but also help pupils feel connected to their
local environment.

In addition, we are delighted to celebrate success in oracy. Sapperton
children recently took part in the Gloucestershire “Look Who's
Talking” competition, three children attended the regional heats. We
are especially thrilled that one of our pupils has progressed to the
grand final in Gloucester — a fantastic achievement.

It has been a term full of growth, opportunity, and success, and we
look forward to all that the coming months will bring.

Mrs Helen Cooper Executive Headteacher
Sapperton and Powell's C of E Primary Schools
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NEWS FROM RODMARTON, TARLTON,
CULKERTON AND HAZLETON

RODMARTON PRIMARY

UPDATE

As the first signs of spring have begun to appear, Rodmarton Primary
School has been filled with a fresh burst of energy.

World Book Day was a novel experience for everyone! Children and
staff alike threw themselves into the spirit of the day, dressing up as
their favourite book characters — from classic heroes to modern
favourites. Throughout the day, pupils enjoyed reading together and
recommending books to one another, proving that at Rodmarton we
love to get lost in a good book! It was wonderful to see such
enthusiasm for reading and to celebrate the magic of stories across
the school.

We’'re also incredibly proud of a group of our pupils who recently took
part in a Panathlon competition and came home wearing gold medals.
The children competed in a range of activities including skittles,
kurling, boccia and several throwing events, all designed to test

hand( eye coordination, speed and teamwork. Their hard work really
hit the target, and they will now go on to represent the area in the next
round — a fantastic achievement!

Acorn and Sapling classes have been enjoying a varied PE
programme, with opportunities to try activities such as archery and
circuit training. These sessions have supported both physical
development and teamwork, and the children have approached each
session with determination and a willingness to have a go.

Acorn Class also enjoyed an exciting trip to the Cotswold Wildlife Park,
where they had the chance to see a wide range of animals and learn
more about the natural world. It was an experience full of discovery
and curiosity, and one that will no doubt inspire lots of classroom
learning back at school.

To cap it off, the pupils celebrated Science Day by investigating
questions posed by our Science Ambassadors.

As we head towards the Easter holidays, we'd like to wish everyone a
restful and happy break, with time to relax, recharge and enjoy time
together before returning for the summer term.

13



RODMARTON MAY BALL
With the George Buchanan Scottish Dance Band
Friday 15 May 2026, 7pm to 11.30pm
At Rodmarton Village Hall
Drinks Reception at 7.00 pm
Bring your friends and a shared picnic for your table
Please bring plates, knives and forks, and plastic bags
Wine bar
Dress: Black tie or Tribal
Tickets £28 per person
To apply, please contact Jane Marlowe: janemarlowe1@gmail.com
Payment to PCC Rodmarton, Sort Code 30-92-06, A/c no 0024 4455
All proceeds are in aid of the churches of
St Peter’'s Rodmarton and St Osmund’s Tarlton

RODMARTON, TARLTON, CULKERTON & HAZLETON NEWS
AND EVENTS

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Sunday, 7 June, Big Lunch festivities, live music, food and friends,
and Dog Show, in aid of the church. More to follow next month.

FOOD BANK COLLECTION POINTS
There are collection boxes in both St Osmund’s, Tarlton and St
Peter's, Rodmarton.

THANK YOU!

A big thank you to Lena and Hamish Corley for providing a most
entertaining and successful quiz on 28 February. A really fantastic
evening, greatly enjoyed by us all, and thank you to all who came and
supported the churches here in Rodmarton and Tarlton. It is greatly
appreciated. Thank you.

14
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OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON

GARDENING TIPS FOR MARCH

Welcome to summertime daylight hours, officially! Although keen
gardeners have been relishing the extra daylight hours for the past
month, whatever the weather.

A few weeks back there was a spell of thick fog over several days, it
was grey and damp. Gardening was on hold. Time for an early
evening get together with a few fellow allotment growers, for a seed
swop around a large upstairs pub table. Very informal with a variety of
drinks ordered, mint tea, a glass of white wine, cola, gin & tonic and
shandy. On offer bean and pea seeds still in pods for a school growing
project, saved seeds from 2025; large leaved rocket, mixed lettuce,
spring spinach, chard and interesting pumpkin crosses. Sharing
contents of unopened new packets, distributed into smaller envelopes.
Also exchanging growing tips for vegetables, how to deal with aphids,
best flowers for pollinators, and improving soil.

Early spring bulbs have put on a magnificent show over several winter
months, now is the time to care for the bulbs. Overcrowded snowdrop
clumps are best divided after flowering and spread about in the
original location giving a snowdrift effect. Lift the bulbs carefully, they
will be deeper than you imagine, and replant to the same depth, using
the transition from white to green stems as a guide.

Daffodils need a different treatment, remove old flower stems by
cutting, not pulling, give the clumps of bulbs a feed or nutritious mulch
and allow the leaves to die down naturally. Dead, dried stems can be
tidied away easily during summer months. Clumps of bulbs do not
need lifting and dividing if they are flowering well, these are quite
capable of moving sideways with newly formed bulbs. However, if
bulbs fail to flower, they are likely to be planted too shallowly; over
time bulbs can pull themselves deeper into the ground. A more local
problem may be due to Cotswold stone near to the ground surface and
difficulty digging a deep planting hole.

After Easter is traditionally time for planting many of our hardy
vegetable crops, either sown inside, or as transplants, or directly if the
soil is warm and easily forms a fine tilth for seeds. If the soil is dry,
water planting holes or seed drills first, encouraging roots to form.

This is a month of action. Harvesting overwintered kales, purple
sprouting, cabbages, rocket, spring salad onions, rhubarb and
asparagus. Clearing and preparing ground for the next planting.
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OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont)

Crops to plant inside and grow on ready to plant out in June are
aubergine, tomatoes, chillies, peppers, cucumbers, courgettes,
pumpkins, runner beans, peas, lettuce and sweet corn.

Crops to plant outside in seed beds, these are short rows with the
intention of transplanting when large enough, broccoli, summer and
autumn cabbages.

Root vegetables can be sown directly, carrots, beetroots, and radish.
Leafy greens such as Spinach, Chard and Oriental leaf mixes, can
also be sown outside, space seeds apart, to reduce thinning out.
The tulips should be splendid this month.

Sally Oates

BLACKCAP DAYS

The coming summer cannot wait to be born, for never has a spring
rushed away with itself so madly. By mid-March the wheat and barley
were standing lush and proud, the bluebells and ramsons were
nodding in the woods, and I'd broken my personal records for the
earliest this, that and a lot more — hazel leaflets, wild cherry blossom
and beeflies to name but three.

This rampant advancement was symbolised by the birdsong in and
around our garden. The dominant songster this early spring was not
the blackbirds, but a blackcap — if not two. Time was when immigrant
blackcaps would arrive here in early April, and their song be lost
amongst the plethora of other songs and drowned in the dawn chorus.
Then they started to winter here, in bushy valleys and urban fringes —
for example, they have been overwintering in my sister’s sheltered
garden in Bath for some twenty years. This winter, though, at least
two males and one female have successfully wintered in exposed,
windy, wet and potholed Culkerton, sustained not so much by garden
bird feeders as by ivy berries. Three was the maximum seen at any
one time.

Yes, these last few weeks blackbirds, wood pigeons and blackcaps
have been feasting on our garden ivy berries — a major late winter
food source of a variety of wildlife. The dilemma is, of course, that |
need to prune the ivy growth back, and must do it now during the
nesting season — carefully avoiding any nests, but that simply requires
vigilance, which is second-nature to naturalists. If | leave cutting till
late, | won’t get any flowers come autumn, and no ivy berries next
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OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont)

winter. There is never a perfect time, for whatever we do, don’t do,
resist or prevent, some elements of wildlife are adversely affected
whilst others benefit.

But | digress. This spring means business, serious business. Easter
comes at a sensible time (early Easters are high risk, weatherwise).
Should we be blessed with Easter sunshine — which we deserve after
a miserable wet, snowless winter — we will find spring at its zenith,
with the bluebells scenting the woods.

Look out for the Holly Blue, a diminutive azure blue butterfly which
patrols scrub and shrub edges when April is clement. Itis a boom and
bust species (something to do with a microscopic wasp whose grubs
parasitise its caterpillars) and has been at a low ebb for many years.

It is overdue a revival and suggested it was starting one during the
long hot summer of 2025. Watch this space, watch anyway: Nature is
never dull.

Matthew Oates

AHARDVARK
INSTALLATIONS

Digital TV systems Gwilym Davies, Director
CCTV Tel: 01285 800 041

iFi i il: I 0.
WiFi & Networking Email: aardvark@alpens.co.uk

Electrical Company No: 13530440
Maintenance VAT No: 324 478 396

GET YOUR WATERSHED BY EMAIL

If you would like to receive a copy of the parish magazine by email |
am very happy to add you to my list of those who do. This may not
replace your delivered copy but you would get it earlier and with some
colour! Just let me know by email at watershedmag@gmail.com

17



ROOTED IN PLACE: CARING FOR THE SOUTH
COTSWOLDS

By Dr Roz Savage MP

April brings a welcome sense of renewal across the South Cotswolds.
Hedges are greening, lambs are in the fields, and our villages feel
busier again as the days lengthen. After the grey of winter, it's a
reminder of how fortunate we are to live in such a beautiful and unique
part of the country.

At the end of March, | attended two very different conferences - one
national, one local - both focused on the same theme: the importance
of place.

The first was Anthropy, exploring how Britain’s future will be shaped
not only from the centre, but town by town and county by county. The
message was clear: when local communities are confident, well
supported and proud of where they live, the whole country benefits.

The second was the Cotswold Regenerative Agriculture Conference,
where farmers and local businesses shared practical ideas for
strengthening food production while improving soil health, biodiversity
and resilience. There was a strong spirit of collaboration - very much
in keeping with our area.

Both gatherings reinforced something | hear repeatedly from
residents: decisions about land matter deeply.

Across the South Cotswolds, in places such as Siddington, Lechlade,
Fairford, Kempsford, Lea, Cricklade and Crudwell, many of you have
contacted me about large housing proposals and their knock-on
effects - on traffic, flood risk and sewerage capacity.

Recent national coverage has sharpened concerns. Channel 4’s Dirty
Business highlighted the long-running issue of sewage pollution, while
a recent New Statesman investigation reported thousands of illegal
sewage discharges by Thames Water in recent years - raising serious
questions about infrastructure capacity as further development is
proposed.

This is not nimbyism. It reflects genuine care for our countryside,
rivers and village character. Most people accept that some new
homes will be needed - particularly homes that local families can
afford. But many residents are understandably questioning whether
the scale and pace of development now being proposed is realistic for
rural areas like ours.

Part of the concern is that housing targets are increasingly set from
the centre, while the practical consequences are felt locally. Rural
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communities want to help shape their future - not simply absorb
change decided elsewhere.

Too often, housing targets appear first, with infrastructure expected to
catch up later. In practice, it rarely works that way. When roads,
drainage and health services are already stretched, the effects are felt
quickly - whether after heavy rainfall, at school drop-off, or along rural
lanes never designed for higher traffic volumes.

Many residents also want to know whether we are making the best
use of land that has already been developed before building over
productive farmland and open countryside? Prioritising brownfield land
where possible would help protect both food production and the
character of rural landscapes.

The South Cotswolds has evolved over centuries. Change is part of

that story. But growth that runs ahead of infrastructure, or erodes the
character of our villages and countryside, risks undermining the very
things that make this area so special.

With careful planning, proper infrastructure and genuine community
input, the South Cotswolds can continue to thrive - protecting the
landscapes we cherish while ensuring our villages remain vibrant
places to live for generations to come.

Warm wishes, Roz

By Roz Savage MP, South
Cotswolds MP, South Cotswolds
Constituency Office Watermoor Point
Watermoor Road Cirencester GL7
1LF. Tel: 01285 300555 Email:
roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk

KEMBLE DISTRICT RBL WOMEN’S
SECTION

The annual Anzac service will be taking place
in Leighterton Cemetery on Sunday 26 April at
3pm which is organised by the
Gloucestershire RBL. All are welcome to
witness this memorable event which is always very well supported
and attended by Legion members, cadets and representatives from
New Zealand and Australia. The children from Leighterton School
read a roll call and lay sprigs of rosemary on the graves.

Pat Ayres 770385 ayrescares50@gmail.com

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - KEMBLE AND
DISTRICT BRANCH m
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The first talk of 2026 has been arranged. A joint
meeting has been arranged with the Women’s Section starting 2.30pm
on Saturday 7 March 2026 in Kemble Village Hall.

The speaker Martin Robbins will talk about Sir George Dowty, who
was a globally respected aeronautical engineer. The Women’s Section
has kindly offered to organise refreshments for this event.

If you would like more information about our RBL Branch, please
contact me for details or check out the British Legion website:

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/membership/
become-a-member

lan Czapiewski — Branch Secretary — 07711 015168

KEMBLE AND EWEN WI
Please come along to the Tavern function room on [ e

Thursday 16 April at 3pm when Rhiannon Parker, a

Gloucestershire Fraud Protection Officer, will come INSPIRING WOMEN
along to give the members information on how to keep themselves
protected against fraud. Visitors are encouraged to go along to join
them. Delicious cakes with cuppas are served.

Pat 770385 ayrescaresb50@gmail.com

ADVERTISING IN THE WATERSHED

If you wish to advertise in our parish magazine
please e-mail Watershed magazine at
watershedmag@gmail.com. Advert a third of a
page cost £17 for a single issue or £68 for 6
months. Adverts half a page cost £25 for a single
issue or £100 for 6 months. The magazine is published 10 times every
year; July/August and December/January are joint editions.

Copy for next month’s magazine to be with me by the 12th of the
preceding month.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

¥ T g

B iy g L

Coahe B
i I

CLOSING DATE FOR THE MAGAZINE

Contributions should be sent by e-mail to the Watershed magazine at
watershedmag@gmail.com. The editor reserves the right to edit any
articles. Articles should be submitted by the 12th of the preceding
month for inclusion in the next month’s issue.
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t (IND 2 mney’s School
ot oo Unit 1, Hampton
Street Ind. Estate,
Tetbury, GL8 8LD Dear Custorner
Pygmy Goat Picnics (@) !
IND PLUMBING & HEATING
D@ / HAS MOVED!
f We can't wait to welcome you to
Tetbury Pites (O) g our new pfr"emises.
5 We're well stocked with block & l
RO ( tablet Salt and Water Filters. ) /n0-
3 Tetbury VA
wd¥

u
01666 503632 WVJ\' %O

INFO@INDPLUMBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK | WWW.INDPLUMBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK

Adept Tree Maintenance is a local. small 2-
person tree surgery team who can cater to
your tree related needs!

Adept Tree Our team uses professional equipment to

make sure the job is safe and completed to

Maintenance ;i standard.

What Services Do We Offer?

- Tree Reductions - Hedge Reductions
- Tree Removals - Stump Grinding
- Hedge Cutting - Log Spitting

There is no job too big or too small for our team!

Environment Agency Licenced waste carrier
Fully Insured and Qualified

Call Will Hardie on 07377 644 447 for your free quotel
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arborists
caring for your trees .
Tree Surgery & Arboricultural Consultancy

o Tree work to BS3998 standard e Fruit tree care and advice
* Stump removal
e Tree surveys and management

*Hedge trimming and reducing
L4 - i i . . . -

Lagge recdistantlivg ® Friendly and professional service with
* Planting 15 years combined experience

NPTC QUALIFIED AND FULLY INSURED
For FREE competitive quotations call ALASDAIR JEFFREY

01285 750874 or 07793 763535

www.ajarborists.co.uk

With you
every step

Residential Propert Family & Divorce : .
perty y \ / incoporating
Wills & Probate Inheritance Tax \"_1_/

. Planning ~ DAVEY
Lasting Powers r e ] te W\
of Attorney Dispute Resolution solicitors  Solicitors |
Clinical Negligence Employment Law 10-12 Dollar Street, Cirencester GL7 2AL
Personal Injury Commercial Property 01285 654875 » enquiries@redkitelaw.co.uk

Find out more at www.redkitesolicitors.co.uk/cirencester




USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Watershed Editor

Watershed Treasurer
COATES

Coates Parish Council Chair
Coates Parish Council Clerk
Coates Village Club secretary
Coates Tree Warden

Coates Village Hall

Coates Neighbourhood Watch
Coates Snow Warden
FRAMPTON MANSELL
Frampton Mansell Village Hall
RODMARTON

Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Chair
Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Clerk

Rodmarton School
Rodmarton Village Hall
SAPPERTON

Parish Council Chair
Sapperton and FM PC Clerk

Sapperton Snow Warden
Sapperton Village Hall
Sapperton School Head
OTHERS

Watershed RDA

Bob Merrill 07866 972389
Janet Loines 841578

Robbie Whitfield 07872 027100

Alan Moorcroft 641375
Pete Marsh 07976 795276)
Simon Large 07714 220558
Bookings 07818 192587
John Dobson 07808 095553

Peter Tugwell 770314/07860 718209
Bookings 07710 878987
Paul Drake  rpcchair@outlook.com

Roz Morton
clerk@rodmartonparishcouncil.qov.uk

Matthew Smith 841284
Jasper Biddulph 770230
Sarah Osborn Smith 07836 512538
Barbara (Babs) Maloney 07958

116 794
Mark Franklin 760226
Bookings 07771 006848
Helen Cooper 760325

Kathy Mottershead 07979 853907

COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Ermin Ward

Kemble Ward

GCC Councillor

Member of Parliament
Cirencester Hospital

Police non emergency (24hrs)

Julia Judd 07853 383874
julia.judd@cotswold.qov.uk

Mike McKeown 07785 362573
mike.mckeown@cotswold.qov.uk

lan Watson 07830 867356
Roz Savage MBE 01285 300555
0300 421 6200

101
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

APRIL

Sunday 3 2pm Wild and Messy Church

Tuesday 7 11am Service and Coffee at Frampton
Mansell

Thursday 9 7.30pm Coates Cinema Club

Saturday 18 10am Frampton Mansell Village Showcase

Tuesday 21 10.30am Coffee, Cake and Chat in Coates

MAY
Friday 15 7pm Rodmarton May Ball

é;r'amp’ron Mansell Village 9hoir

A fun community choir for all those who just love to sing!

MONDAYs 7pm - 8:30pm
at The Village Hall
£18 per month

Meet new people
No music reading skills necessary
Open to ALL ages, and ALL voices

Share the love of singing a wide range of music N
No formal audition, no previous experience necessary Be par"i‘ of iﬂ

FIRST SESSION is FREE!

CONTACT LUCY: framptonmansellvillagechoir@gmail.com 07866 447725

GET YOUR WATERSHED BY EMAIL

If you would like to receive a copy of the parish magazine by email |
am very happy to add you to my mailing .This may not replace your
delivered copy but you would get it earlier and with some colour! Just
let me know by email at watershedmag@gmail.com
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