

MINUTES OF COATES PARISH COUNCIL (CPC) MEETING
7.00 PM, TUESDAY 7 JULY 2026 Coates Village Hall
Chair for this meeting: Robbie Whitfield (RW)

	Councillors and Officials:  
	
	
	Visitors

	Whitfield, Robbie (RW)
	Chair
	
	Three members of the public

	Brown, Jacqueline (JB)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Torry-Harris, Gilly (GTH
	Councillor  
	
	

	Harris, Stephen (SMH)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Wilson, Phyllida (PW)
	Councillor  
	
	

	Moorcroft, Alan (AWM)
	Clerk
	
	



1. APOLOGIES  

	Councillor McKeown (CDC) had sent apologises.  

2. DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS ON AGENDA MATTERS  

None.  

3. MINUTES OF MEETINGS ON 12 MAY AND 23 JUNE 2026  

The minutes of both meetings had been circulated in advance.  Both were accepted as accurate and signed accordingly.  

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

a. There had been no change in respect of the Kennels application (26/01218/FUL). 

b. The Horseshoe, Manor Farm Road, Coates (26/01301/FUL & 01784/LBC).  There was no real change in this application from the previous application made regarding the conversion to holiday lettings.  AS CPC’s objections had not been dealt with an objection is to be made later this week.  

c. Sarnia Cottage, 1 Trewsbury Road, Coates (26/01435/FUL) side extension.  No comments received.  

d. Trewsbury House, Coates (26/01793/FUL) demolition / erection of side extension.  No comments received.  

e. Beech Cottage, Trewsbury Road, Coates (26/01793/FUL) change from agricultural to equestrian.  The members of the public explained that they were the users of the land in question.  When they had reached agreement to use the land they had been informed there was no need for planning permission.  CDC had subsequently contacted them explaining the need for permission resulting in a retrospective application.  The councillors were in favour of the application, and a letter of support will be sent to CDC.  

At 7:18pm the two members of the public left the meeting.  

The councillors considered the email from MAID (Mickleton Against Inappropriate Development) requesting support of their petition.  It was agreed that the councillors would consider this as individuals and respond as they saw fit. 



5. REPORTS RELEVANT TO COATES PARISH  

Written reports had been received from councillors Watson (GCC) and McKeown (CDC) and considered by the councillors.  
  
6. FINANCIALS  

a. PW had undertaken the last Internal Controls review for the period to 26 March 2027 and was satisfied that everything was in order.  RW is to undertake the next review.  

b. A number of pre-approved payments have now been paid: I Litton internal audit £200.00, GALC membership £150.33, RoSPA playground report £109.20, Land Registry searches (SH reimbursement) £44.00, laptop £462.90, Mouse £6.99, printer cartridges £43.89 (AWM reimbursement) and CAS insurance £596.62.  It was proposed and second that the payment of £288.00 to Parish Online for IT services be ratified.  

c. Various contractual and statutory payments have been made:  Lloyds bank charges £4.25 x 3, KP Gardens grass cutting £318.00 x 2, Clerk’s wages at National pay scale and WAH allowance, HMRC PAYE £131.20 and PATA payroll 321.95.

d. There are no invoices awaiting approval.  

e. The bank reconciliation at 30 June 2026, schedule of receipts and payments, bank account statements and schedule of bank transfers were reviewed.  It was proposed and seconded that the schedule of bank transfers be approved.  It was agreed that the finances were in order at 30 June 2026.  

f. The relevant pages from the Annual Governance and Accountability Review have now been posted on the website.  The Notice of Public Rights is displayed on the Noticeboard, and the external auditors have been sent a copy of the Certificate of Exemption.   

g. A VAT claim will be made shortly for the 6 month period to 31 March 2026.  

h. The grass cutting contract has been signed by both parties; a copy of the signed contract is to be sent to KP Gardens.  

i. The grant application from the Watershed magazine was considered.  It was proposed and seconded that a grant of £200.00 be given.  However, CPC are concerned about the low level of advertising income and that there is no move towards electronic distribution.  If future grant applications are made then CPC would expect these issues to be addressed.  

7. MAINTENANCE OF COUNCIL ASSETS  

a. Councillors are continuing to consider the RoSPA report and its recommendations and have been discussing requirements with CPC’s insurance company.  It was agreed that Ian Park (IP) should continue carrying out the regular safety reports on the playground; AWM will discuss all matters with him.  

b. Some initial costs for a new playground have now been obtained; the items included in the quote are not necessarily what CPC would want but it is clear that the costs of replacement would be significant.  AWM is to look at funding sources to give the councillors some indication of what is available.  

c. AWM has not yet had the chance to obtain new playground signs.  

d. AWM has still to determine who is responsible for grass cutting responsibilities beyond the area for which CPC is responsible.  

e. It was agreed that IP should explore the extent of the work required on the hedge at Victory Green in conjunction with the owner of the adjoining property.  A quote can then be provided for consideration by CPC.  

8. ROADS 

a. It is now accepted that GCC will not be providing a Community Speedwatch camera in the foreseeable future.  CPC will need to consider whether to install their own camera using CPC funds.  AWM is to look into the costs, etc.  

At 8:05 the third member of the public arrived.  

b. The member of the public gave details of the issue on which she would like assistance from CPC.  Due to its shape and position driving on and off the drive at their home is difficult.  Due to health issues there are concerns about whether access can be obtained in the event of an emergency.  An application has been sent to GCC Highways for an “H” to be painted on the road to make access easier.  No decision has been forthcoming.  Could CPC assist?  RW advised that CPC would help where possible.  A copy of the application is to be sent to AWM who will then take matters up with GCC Highways.  

9. OTHER ITEMS 

a. There was a question from a member of the public about a previous Parish Plan.  It was explained that no such pan was now in place.  A Neighbourhood Development Plan had been considered some years ago, but this did not proceed.                                                                           RW explained that the system was different now and each and every application was considered by CPC.  Objections were then raised as thought necessary on a case by case basis.  Robust challenges are made when deemed appropriate, as has recently been the case when an application was refused, in part based on CPC’s objection.    

The member of the public left at 8:41pm.  

b. It was proposed and seconded that two additional keys to the Noticeboard be obtained.  It was also proposed and seconded that an additional person will have editorial access to the CPC website; JB volunteered to take on this role.  AWM is to liaise with Parish Online to get JB set up and also provide some initial training.   

10. ANNUAL REVIEW OF POLICY DOCUMENTS  

a. It was proposed and seconded that the draft Asset Register provided by AWM be adopted. 

b. RW will report on the Code of Conduct at the next meeting.  

c. RW advised that it was unlikely that any revisions will be required to the Data Retention & Privacy Policy.  This will be confirmed at the next meeting.  

d. JB will report on the Disciplinary & Grievance Arrangements at the next meeting.  

e. It was proposed and seconded that the draft Financial Regulations provided by SH be adopted.  Some minor editing of the draft is to be undertaken by AWM.  

f. It was proposed and seconded that the draft Grants Policy provided by GT-H be adopted; no changes were required.

g. JB will report on the Health and Safety Policy at the next meeting.  

h. RW reported that it was unlikely that any changes would be required to the Publication Scheme; RW will confirm at the next meeting.  

i. SH reported that the only change required to the Reserves Policy was a date change.  It was proposed and seconded that the policy be adopted.  

j. GT-H reported that the only change required to the Risk Management Policy was a date change.  It was proposed and seconded that the policy be adopted.  

k. It was proposed and seconded that the draft Standing Orders provided by PW be adopted; no changes were required.  

l. It was proposed and seconded that the draft Transparency Code provided by PW be adopted; no changes were required.  
 

11. POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION AT NEXT MEETING  

The next meetings will be held on 8 September at 7:30pm and 11 November at 7:30pm.   

The meeting closed at 9:00pm.  



Chairman Signature: ……………………
Parish Clerk Signature: ……………….….
Date: ………………..

NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING: 8 September 2026 at Coates Village Hall.
Electronic copies of these and previous Minutes are available from the Parish Clerk:
clerk@coatesparish.gov.uk
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